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The former Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen
Harper, popularized the term “Commit Sociology”
in April 2013, in response to the Liberal Party’s,
Justin Trudeau, comment in parliament who argued
for a need to look at the underlying causes of the
Boston Marathon bombings. Harper countered, "I
think, though, this is not a time to commit
sociology." A year later, when groups were
advocating for a national inquiry into the missing
and murdered Aboriginal women, Harper
responded by saying that these are “crimes;” they
are not “sociological phenomena.”

Then, in October 2014, the Gian Ghomeshi story
broke and students and faculty could not stop
talking about the case specifically and sexual assault
more generally. The need for a cross-campus
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dialogue was apparent and in the halls of the third
floor BAC, the idea of a “Commit Sociology at
Acadia University” occurred. The thinking was to
have a discussion open to all members of the Acadia
community.

Honours students each year are tasked to take the
lead on Committing Sociology at Acadia University
either by organizing a Commit Sociology or writing
for this newsletter.

The articles in this newsletter are largely written by
the Honours Sociology class of 2019. Most are about
or relevant to their thesis research. We also include
highlights from this past academic year of students
and faculty.

The honours class of 2019: (I-r) Samantha Teichman, Jenna Purkis , Christine Moreau, Katie Winters, Remy Bradley, Nick Lowe,

Imriel Bissnette, Caroline O’Connor, Naomi MacDonald-Francis

In Sociology at Acadia University we are committed to Public Sociology and

transformative practices. We engage our students as concerned citizens in critical

debates on matters that shape our lives individually and collectively. For change

to occur, the root causes of “sociological phenomena” must be understood and

addressed.
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This past 2018/2019 academic school year I completed
my Honours thesis The Last Straw, with the Sociology
department here at Acadia. I combined my passion for
sociology and love for the natural environment to
research what influences Acadia University students’
receptivity to the movement to ban single-use plastic
straws. The purpose of my research is to help provide
insight into what influences young people in Canada to
practice behaviours that benefit the natural
environment in what is considered to be the most
environmentally conscious generation.

To do so, I took a quantitative approach by distributing
an online survey to the entire student population at
Acadia University. The survey asked questions
concerning demographics, as well as behaviours and
attitudes regarding the natural environment generally
and the movement to ban single-use straws more
specifically. In total, I received 433 complete responses.
Approximately 76% of respondents identified as female
and 22% as male, the remaining 2% did not identify
with one or the other. Initially, I wondered if it was just
a coincidence that more females responded to the
survey than males, or maybe there are just that many
more females than males at Acadia? But then it did not
seem so coincidental. One of the most prominent
themes I found while analyzing my survey’s data was
gender.

In my survey, there was a section that asked students
how much they agreed with a series of statements. It
was found that for statements prioritizing the natural
environment females were more likely to agree with the
statement than males. For instance, one statement read:
“The natural environment should be humanity’s
primary concern.” 83.5% of females agreed with this
statement when only 67% of agreed. On the other hand,
when asked how much the participants agreed that:
“the economy should be humanity’s primary concern.”
Almost twice the amount of males agreed with this
statement compared to females.

Concerning the movement to ban single-use plastic
straws more specifically, when participants were asked
if: “Canada should ban single-use plastic straws” nearly
70% of female respondents agreed with this statement
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whereas only about half of the males did. This theme
continued in the behavioural section of the survey
when respondents were asked to identify how
frequently they carry out certain behaviours. For tasks
that benefit the natural environment females were more
likely than males to always or frequently carry out the
behavior, whereas males were more likely than females
to always or frequently carry out behaviours that
prioritize the economy.



