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Sexual Health Education for All Sexualities

Sexual health education within schools was primarily introduced as a program that
provides youths with the information required to make safe and health decisions regarding their
personal sexual activities. Programs vary widely across Canada, and even the world, each with

their own curriculums. Topics seen today in sexual health programs include: pregnancy, sexually

transmitted diseases/infections, contraceptives (condoms and birth control, for example),
masturbation, and so on. However when discussing all these topics, thefe is one thing they all
have in common (other than sexual health) — they are all discussed from a heterosexual
perspective. In most cases, the only possible mention of a non-heterosexual lifestyle is in regards
to sexually transmitted diseases/infections. This creates a very negative link between

homosexuality and health problems for many youths — and it-needs to be put to an end.

Be you heterosexual, lesbian or gay, bisexual, tranégender, or any other type of sexual

| orientation — you deserve to have proper sexual health education that does not create any

| negative stereotypes and this process begins within the school systems that create sexual health
programs. Sexoal health education was developed to provide accurate information to all students ‘
in order for them to mako safe and informed decisions in terms of their own sexual lives, but this .
is not happening if the programs are only addressing the topics from a heterosexual perspective.

I By leaving out information on sexual health for LGBTQs, programs make the mistake of

1

: i assuming that heterosexuality is the norm and therefore is the only type of sexuality that need be,

discussed - when that is fare from accurate. LGRTQ vouths have o bt 1o reccive sexual |
<Y Tigh i ;

health education in order to make safe and healthy decisions in their sexual lives.

o grams and cumculums need to be recreated in order to include sexual health

mf ":rmatlon for alI vanatlons of sexualmes Equal perspectives on n heterosexual and LGBTQ

= health should_m cluded m sexual educatlon programs taught to today’s youths. Not only will

- thi change 111 cumculum prov1de youths with the information they need to make safe decisions,

but. perhaps 1t could also dll‘leSh the amount of stereotyping and dlscnmmatlon against LGBT(

youths as Well The more that people k:now about something, the less likely they are to view 1t as

deferen _ or “bad”

Everyone has a nght to sexual health education within school no matter what their sexual

onentatlon is.: . - Allison Boudreau
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Let’s not beat around the bush with this one — you're likely reading
this either because you're interested in engaging in gay sex with
someone, or you're already having it (hopefully not while reading
~ this, that might be a bit of a turn off). Or hey, maybe you're just
““curious, I don't judge. Regardiess of why you're reading, it is a
well-known fact that homosexual relations is not talked about

‘nearly as much as heterosexua!l behaviour is, leaving many clueless

as to exactly what goes on.

In this article, we'll look at various components of sex between both
queer male couples and queer female couples, such as how to
prepare for it, how to stay safe, and how to stimulate pleasure in
both you and your partner. This brief overview is also going to save

you that awkward conversation you've been trying to avoid having
with your parents.

Anal Sex

The road to énal sex can be long, rough and painful, both
metaphorically and literally. However, performing anal sex can also
be extremely pleasurable to both the top -
(giver) and bottom (receiver) if done ri.ght.
There are a few things you need to do
beforehand, so don’t just go jumping into it.
Preparing for anal sex.is simple enough, but is
vital to ensure both safety and pleasure. Here's
a few things to keep in mind:

1) Beforehand 3
Clean up down there = As funny as this may sound, you

won’t be laughing so hard in bed if someone hasn't cleaned
thermnselves properly. If bottoming:

a. Take a warm shower, and clean gently around the
outside of the anus. ] . ’

b. If you have normal, healthy bowl movements, that's all
that should be needed!

c. No need for douches, these can actually cause more
problems and make catching STI's easier from ‘
damaging the mucus lining in the rectal area, even if
you are using just water.




d. Additionally, just make sure that your bowels are empty |

before you start cleaning.

If you are planning on topping, make sure the penis and
testicles are cleaned off in a warm shower, and make
sure to clean any smegma on the head. For those with
foreskin, gently pull back the skin over the head of the
penis and run water over until the organ is clean. -

2) Performing Anal Sex Safely

a. Use a condom! This should go
without saying — condoms are
essential to anal sex due to the
increased risk of transferring
STI’s. Have a few on hand, in
case one of them turns out to be
ripped or broken.

b. tube up: Do NOT be cheap when it comes to lube. In
fact, be generous. Think you’ve got enough lube? Better
put on some more just to be sure. Water based lube is
often recommended, but silicone based lube is also fine;
just be aware oil based lube risks wearing away latex.

c. Go Slow: Especially if this is your first time bottoming,
go slow and relax your muscles in order to avoid.injury.
If any sharp pains arise, stop for a few moments to see
if it was anything serious.

d. Cowboy or Doggy: Cowboy allows the bott;:_)m- to ease

' ir eed, while
into anal sex _comfortably at their own sp. . le
'll;og'gy style may be a bit more helpful with remaining

loose. :

e Communication: Sex is supposed to be enjoy_ablg foE
) - - !
everyone involved, so if something doesn’t feel right or

comfortable, tell your partner!

3) Pleasure:
In anal sex, bottoming may hurt

at first, but over time after yo.ur
muscles have adjusted and
relaxed, everything will flow a-lot
smoother. The prostate gland is -
one of the most nerve sensitive
areas in the body and is in ‘

" petween the rectum and bladder, ,_,__,r_;,,..fi e

arated by the rectum hning. o
?Neﬁen press’ﬁre is applied against this-area, there is generally
a pleasurable and sexual sensation sent through the body.

4) HIV/ AIDS: J‘_{)ir )
: lpoen | _ _
| Human Immunodeficiency Virus is'a V'lI‘US. that can lead t\oj the
life threatening and currently incurable disease ‘AIDS. E‘II f
affects the host by attacking its immune system OVer ime,

which makes them yulnerable to many differefnt.kinds of




types; HIV 1(found in most of the

. e two . :
sickness. There &t on) and HIV 2 (found mainly in parts

world and is most comm
of West Africa).

AIDS stands for Acquired Immune Def.iciency Syniro;ngédalr\r/d :
is a result of one’s immune system being damaged S :
from HIV that they are no l,onge.r ab!e_ 0
fight off even the most basic of mfectl_ons Y
alone, putting their life at risk. Detecting H
can be tricky, due to there not be any
specific extreme sympto_ms, but.the be/st
way to prevent contrg_ctmg HIV is to -alrdways
use protection, no matter Wha.t. Af:idgc;izzlllxgc}c/ﬁj?;?ggt e
liy aet tested after engaging in e
l;:?ea. ;./tgis also important to note that HIV/AIDS is not

’ 3 ~
axclusive to gay or queer men, and that anyonse can
contracth this disease. : -

HIV/ AIDS and how

; th explanation of
For a better, more In dep P hiv-alds-basics/ or

to prevent it, visit: hitps: Jwivy.aids.gov/
ask your doctor for more information.

Leshian sex is discussed about even less than gay male sex, and
how to perform it in a safe manner. There
also seems to be a common misconception
that queer women who have sex with other
women are free from the risk of catching any
STI's - this is about as far from the truth as it

- can get. There are also many different ways

_ of stimulating pleasure and arousal, the

female body having more sensual areas than the male.

1) Beforehand S

Keep it Clean — Once again, clean up down there before hooking up
with someone; not only does it help get rid-of some germs, but it's
also polite to clean for the other person involved. All this should
consist of is a warm showed with a hand towel to allow you to .
clean; it is not recommended to use douches as they have been
linked to health problems such as “Bacterial vaginosis, pelvic

inflammatory disease” and even increase-the risk of contracting
HIV. '




5 .
gsz.condoms op phallic and non-phallic toys for
'er penetration and better hygiene (throw"
away after using though!) o

> M
ake SUII‘ to wash all sex toys using anti-bacterial

soap and warm water
after, you're not going
to want a dirty one of
those in you.

2) n I ; ._i D: e h d t i dt
& = = ( US Y‘ p

a. Vaginal Fingering - ‘
vaging. g - place one or more fingers in the
b. Anal Fingerin '
- pl ; i
gl g - place one or more fingers in the
c. Vagi isting "y -
aginal Fisting - place an entire fist (or two if ydu

and your partner a :
. gree on it a : ..
edge) inside the vagina. nd like living on the

. Clitoral Stimulation -
vl , gently touch and play with the
i Make sure no cuts on fingers or hands
Do not do so during menstruation

» Make sure nails a imm :
re tri ed a
no sharp edges. nd there are

i

'

|
|
|
1
1

~fihen having sex,
_1and so as to prevent the spread of any diseases. Make sure to do this,
E":';._'-"Jut also remember that there’s a section here about pleasure, so enjoy it
s well. Do what you're comfortable with, experiment with new things and
e safe. If you or someone else is looking for more information on

"+ homosexual relations not mentioned here try the following URLS:

3) “Mouth and body” — using your mouth, tongue and the rest
of your body to stimulate and arouse areas of the body:
a. Going down — penetrating the vulva/ vagina using
your tongue and mouth. _
b. Rimming - using teeth and tongue to stimulate the
sensitive nerves around the anus.
c. Humping - Rubbing genitals against each other or
other parts of the body.
d. Frottage — Naked body rubbing up and down.

» Use dentat dams :
» Make sure there are no cold sores or cuts in-

mouth (this could help spread infections)
» Cover up any small cuts there may be on

the body with Band-Aids :
s If there are any exposed cuts or scabs avoid

rubbing against them. ' '

[

it is important that proper precautions are t“a‘l;e_n before

° httD‘.//emotvc!osets.com/forum/thsical-sexual-healthl

s httQ://www.qiriZoirI.infg@timulation.html .
o http://%esbianlife.about.com/cs/sex/a/safers_ex 2.htm
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A Film Review of “Milk»

L
i
§
!
]
t

The film “Milk” is about Hai'vey Milk, who was a gay rights activist and the first ope;

a source of media that can get this story out to the public and educate people on this huge event

in the gay community. The film also discussed a lot of issues that were going on in the gay

community at the time with g focus on police brutality and different anti-gay laws that were

coming into place. The f

and promote them.




1‘ enjoy it. Finally, I would recommend watching this movie, it will expand your knowledge on

- huge historical gay rights moment and leave you feeling the urge to know more.

The film did a good job at including enough politics as well as personal struggle to satisfy |
fferent types of movie consumers, which is beneficial because someone who would not

»rmally watch a politically heavy movie can watch this and understand what is going on as well

I Milk Foundation.org.” Mifk Foundationorg RS5. N.p., n.d. Web, 29 Mar. 2016,

HEl

yrve got (o give them hope”

If you ever ieard a whistle youw'd run {0 help”

:. |y name Is Hayvey MilK ﬂllﬂ I want to recruit you!”

AUETESR BT
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b " Memgrlam_ The Dead Queer Women of TV in 2016 Let us not forget that it is in these horrible times that we truly become one. As

We gathe . i we sit in front of our screens together, we sit in solidarity with our queer friends

han(?s of t;re?fgzié%q:%;?szopezl;i; D;Jc;’rfa:ﬁn comrades who we have lost this year atthe - _ around the globe who were constantly baited by the writers/producers/creators
managed 1o die in somewhat y : q l er women. Although we celebrfﬁ‘ie those who who assured us that these queer women would not be buried. We will come |

felf victim 1o the writers e\gn ?n ‘;rrqea ive tp c]>t tw_lsts, we morn two of our ladies ioday who together. it is now that we will find each other from every country, every

One of these gentle soFL)JIs L © ;nosdci'asg:c of queer women deaths, the stray buflet. : fandom, every walk of life. Gathering spaces for queer folks have popped up

with h ) uls, Lexa, has defivered a particularly sharp blow to our hearts > on every corner of the internet, from our home of tumblr, to twitter, facebook

er passing. Lexa is survived by her partner, Clarke, and thousands of angry fans : : and even newly created websites beyond,

= around tbe world. | would like ta ask those of you who are with us today to join in the
l ceremonial chant. Please repeat after me: WE DESERVE BETTER. BURY TROPES
NOT US. YOU LITERALLY STOLE THAT SCENE FROM BUFFY.

2y
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Intimacy
starts with
arelationship
with yourself, an
understanding
ofwho
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17418 pornhub debuts a
TwerkingButt sex toy com-
plete with « virtual reality
headset. Major focepalm.




GUYS SIMPLY
LOVED JERBY

AND LOVED BEING AROUND
HIM. T'VE NEVER MET
ANYONE WHOM MORE MEN
HAD MAN CRUSHES ON.

b

Queer In The Music
Industry *




Sam syalkh is a Srammy wialng BEnglish songwriter and
singer th today's pop culture, His coming out experience was
different thon most, He used his music ko express his
sexuality to the world, Interestingly enough his album “The
Lonely Star” sold over 3.5 million copies ahd earned him o
Grammy Award. This album expressed the good and the bad
of love, lust and romance. This bold act caused conltroversy
amongst his fans and eritics because he was talling about o
man ihstead of woman. In today’s media, music is geared

towards the helerosexual couple, Sam Smith, and man obhers,

challenged this, By sending a message, within his music,
thvolving homosexual relationships, he hopes for it ko become
normalily among the music industry. For exarmple, th Sam’s
hew mustc video “Lay me down” he challenges the idea that
members of the LGRT community should be allowed to be
married anywhere and everywhere, He was quoted to have
said, “this video shows my dreams Hiak one da gay men and
wonteh and kransgendered men and woren od.lE over the
world, Like all our skraight families and friends, will be able
to get married under any roof, in ahy city, b any towi, .
any village, tn any cou,v\?rj “

|

onowi Birough hey i interviews;

s 12 & upconring female ragher (o000 %2 T te it be
L > { L

breals someltime soon, She s a assohss Qﬁ:d ot Leks b e ‘

io hot Lile most female rappers either, She uses the
iizt:gu;ihe side of %ashfon and d‘igsses quite ;:xie:e. Her i.c_?hg ;
hair and tattoos is ohly a fraction of her uniqueness. L::Lv:e i
Sam Smith , she challenges the norm of heEerDSequ;l‘;\d:\J A
raustc, Tapping aboul her nterest i wonten ra?har a;x Lmeirx. |
Her sonq Real MVP, is aboul a women sk.e. m-:imures' an :\;,s s& |
for, which can be seen in the songs music vudec'). Throug&ou i
e video she raps to a beautiful women , s_homw\g)_ that the E ‘
x‘Erthj" is i fact a girl. As wany ma notice, Hng:rg QLrebhr.\ohs
many, f oy, mainstream rappers H«C\E. are mascui.uheh es iil .
This ‘could possibly be bhe reason she is still under the m}: ar
to most people, Whatever the case may be, you iﬂt\i’\ &egf\ec
Siya's music to be aboub her tust for women an putting

queerhess th the nausic tndustry. ‘
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Across .
2 The umbrella term for everyone that has d gqueer gender or sexudlity
5: A woman who is primarily attracted to another woman

7: An umbrelia term for all peopie ’rha’f do not ;dern‘lfy with their assigned

gender at birh :
8: A person whose sexual anatomy does not fit with the tradifional “male

or “female”

12: A person's sexual orientation or preference

13: The biological state of being male or female

14: A person who experiences affraction for all gender identilies

15: A person who is attracted to the opposife gender

Down
1: An individual's experence matches ’rhe sex fhey were assigned ai birth

3: The social or cultural state of being male or female

4: Umbrella term used by the LGBTQ community to refer o the entire LGBTQ

community

6: A person who dresses as the opposite gender for relaxation, fun or many

other reasons
9: A person who is primarily atfracted to boih genders

10: No sexual attraction or desire to any group of people
11: A man who is primarily attracted to another man

ADDy 7| | [oNXasy ‘0t |DNXesig 4 BllSeASUDl] Jeen“@ ¥ lopuss ‘g ue

pusBsiD | U
IDNX3S01818Y |

[DAXBSUDA | X3S €| AIPNXES g | Xesiajul ‘g JopusBsuni "/ UDIGSST 'S DIED1

i

75

5194



Tragedy or Triumph?

Tragedy or Triumph?

LGBTQ movies have the potential, to be profound,
heartbreaking and incredibly motivational. Self-discovery
and perseverance are common themes among these movies
but they alsotend to fall prey to many unfortunate tropes and
stereotypes. Many of the women have short hair and dress
like boys, while the men are well-groomed and mildly or
overtly effeminate, giving the audience the impression that
there is one singular homosexual identity. Many of these
tropes are representative of a flawed system that does not
accurately depict the real lives of gay and lesbian women.

This years Qscar race featured two LGBTQ movies,
that were not only featured, but nominated. The Danish Girl
and Carol are both,beautifully shot, well directed and
perfectly cast. Cate Blanchett is incredibly elegant as Carol, a
wealthy housewife who is unhappy in her marriage, Eddy
Redmaine plays Lili Ebe/Einar Wegener, a Danish painter
who secretly longs to embrace his true identity as a2 woman.

‘Rooney Mara plays Therese Belivet, a clerk at an upper class

department store’ who is looking for more from her
relationship with her boyfriend. Gerda Wegener, Lili Ebe’s
wife is making every effort to be supportive of her husbands
growing identity crisis and desire to be his true self. What
both of these movies and plot lines have in common is they
are both represemtative of the standard tropes of gay and
lesbian studies. The theme of tragedy is so pervasive in these
stories, that I believe that it would be a fair assumption to say
that many viewers would believe that being homosexual,
transsexual or queer canmot be distinguished or separated
from being unhappy, in pain and persecuted. Being queer in
these movies, represents the severing of of one’s old life from
their new one. ., '

In the movie Carol, the aforementioned wife must
risk losing everything to live the life that she knows will




make her happy. Her home, her daughter, her husband and
her way of life. In 1950s America, upper class women did not
possess jobs, due to its societal unacceptability. Therese is
unhappy with her current relationship and in the pursuit of
her love affair with Carol, she runs away from everything
that she knows and finds great unhappiness. What takeaway
would viewers have, apart the fact that being who you truly
are will only bring you pain?

In The Danish Girl Wegener has had repressed
feelings about his sexuality for years. One small moment, his
wife asking him to pose for her as a woman, changes the
course of their lives, puts a strain on their marriage and
ostracizes him from himself, his wife and his friends. What

follows, without disclosing any spoilers, is more tragedy. The

recurring theme in this movie, is the same as many others:
sadness.

Queer is not an identity that one can shrug on and off
like a coat or a sweater. 1t is a facet of their being in the same
way that heterosexuality is a facet of a straight person’s
identity. It does not make up their entire identity, but it is
important. How much longer are queer people going to have
to wait for a great romantic comedy or drama that is not only
as relevant to their daily lives but their relationships? When
are their movies and storylines going to involve less tragedy
and sacrifice? I would love to see an LGBTQ movie that is as
vapid, feel-good, romantic and corny as heterosexual movies.
The queer community deserves to be treated equally in every
regard of their life, from their ability to marry the people that
they love, to seeing themselves, their stories, their lives
represented on - the big screen. I am not saying that
heteronormative movies are indicative of our stories, Ryan
Reynolds isn’t going to sweep any of us off of our feet, but
tragedy isn’t the only thing that is going to happen either.
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Who is Adam Lambert?

Adam was born in lndiana and grew up Iovmg all

the rise of

AT R R . W R Y,

ADAM LAMBERT)

i

things related to theatre \Nhen he tumed ’18 he
moved to Los Angeles to work as an actor and |
- singer in several musigals, when he'realizedj he
wanted something more. He_hit féfne when he tried
out. and placed second on the well known hit TV

show, American Idol when it was in its eighth

season. His glam rock style and his

Jocrgl
"Fae 34
\’-‘-\?pec\red w5 |
_EQ\sodeS o& G\E

* He can
Noxe fov 2_2_
Seconds?
{°O0n\y VS \dol
. v(;.obvwlldwq?gh o
\
. . "‘E\Q&%\\’\ﬁ C\%::J

Aloumn,

" unbelievable vocal range

made him stand out from

the rest.




Adam slayed his competition while on

American Idol, however during his run some
ohotos surfaced from an old Myspao'e account
of him kissing ex-lovers. Why did that matter
<o rmuch to the media? Well, those ex lovers
were male, and In some, Adam was dressed in
“drag. At that point, Adam hed not addressed
his sexuality and would not-answer any
questions about it. Many believe that Adam
would have won if it wasn' 1 for those photos
appearing, even Adam himself said jokingly in
“an interview with Access Hollywood that

“those photos came back to bite him’

to make headlines, (I'm looking at you, Clay Aiken) but he
has done more than a lot of the WINNERS of the show
have done! Even though Adam didn't win, whether it was
clue to his sexuality or not, he has never let that stand in
the way of his dreams and has made a fantastic career for |
himself. Since the show, he's released ’fhree kit albums,
completed a heoclllmnq world tour, toured with the band
‘Queen’, performecl with KISS (Ol’]d Many other huge

names, such as Lady Gaqga), and worn 6 awards for his

phenomenal music.

o win an
MTV -0 music
RWARD?

Obvicusly Adam isn't the only openly gay Idol contestant ;

[

\




Adam Lambert and Queer Culture

Now that you know something about Adam, you're
probably wondering, “what does this have to do with
ueer culture?” Well, I'll tell you. First off, he came from

a reality TV competition (one that had a rating over/
around 25,000,000 people) and placed as-the runner-

up. That is HUGE considering he isn’t exactly an
‘average joe’ as many of the contestants are. He's got a
gothic-glam style, a singing style that teeters between

pop, rock, and metal (have you HEARD this guy
scream?!). You get the point. Adam stayed true to his
authentic queer identity throughout the entire show,

even though he may not have openly addressed his

sexuality (which was due to the contract all American

Idol contestants must sign regarding talking to the
media about their private lives). He was always an

openly gay man, and when the media caught wind of

that, it seemed like the Internet and TV shows

exploded: So why didn’t people flip when Sam Smith

‘came out as gay? Or Frank Ocean? Why do people refer
to Adam as “Openly Gay Idol Runner up, Adam
Lambert”? Why not just call him by his name? This

could be because he was one of the first of his kind, and
is now a role model to the rest of the queer
community/queer artists. Hell, many compare him to
the late, great, David Bowie.
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and Over-sexualisation in “The L Word”

By Sam White #

The L Word is without a doubt the mest well-known lesbian-
therned television show. Practically every lesbian I've ever met
has watched it, and that's not surprising. Lesbian representation in
film and television is extremely low, and when lesbians are
featured they usually appear in supporting roles. The L' Word is
one of the only popular television series’ that digs deeper into the
lives of its queer characters and explores more than just their
label, something that would clearly ke alluring to lesbians locking
for relatable representations of their cwn lives.

However, this show presents a few fundamental issues that
are harmiu! rot only to the lesbian community, but to the queer
comumunity in general, with the main issue being that the show is
not only marketed to lesbians, but to society as a whole, and more
specifically to siraight male viewers whe find the prospect of two
women together to be “hot.” This means that the show’s producers
work hard to cater to a straight audience, since they kmow that they
already have us lady-lovers hooked.

The mos! prominent example of this is the over-sexualisation
of the leshian characters on the show. Sex is the number one
theme of ke show, with a lesbian sex or makeout scene in
practically every episode. What straight man wouldn't want to tune
in? In fact, there is a continuing theme of voyeurism on the show,
with straight men often watching lesbian women'’s sexual =
encounters from afar, This may convey to viewers that Iesblan
relationships are available for male viewing pleasuze

Here for Your Entertainment: Misrepresentation

The women in the show are also primarily very attractive
| feminine women, and while lesbians can absolutely be very
| femmme, the overrepresentation of feminine women further
mforces that the show is probably geared toward straight men as
ruc} as it is gay women. Feminine appearing women are also

11 as more relatable to straight women, so this feminine
ppearance may also be used to attract a straight female audience.

n'example of both the sexualisation and femininity of these
en is in the show’s promotional posters and photo-shoots. In
_majority of promotional group shots for the show, the women

\ "__ed, nearly naked, or very sugygestively posed. The only
ter close to being “butch” on the show from its beginning,
15 pictured in one of these promotional photos in a very
eminine dress, despite the fact that this deesn’t match her usual
le on the show whatsoever,

.Enomer example of the cver-sexualisation of the women on
se show is the theme song. Besides being the cheesiest song
lesbxans ever written, the song is also incredibly sexual and,
; offensive. it features such lyrics as "girls in tight dresses
rag with moustaches” and "wormen who long, love, lust,
omen who give" 1o describe lesbians and also exhibits liberal

 of verbs including “kissing” "cheating” and even "fuckmg" in
ler to further describe the women on the show. Perhaps the
st appalling is the line “this is the way that we live” as it's
_preposterous to imply that the words in this song in any way
esent the way that gay women actually live their lives. -
resumably the goal of the theme song as well as the promotional
10tos are to attract a wider audience than the limited lesbian
| _mmumty, but in doing that by hypersexualising and feminizing
e women on the show, lesbians are represented in a harmful
 denounced as sex objects and stripped of any individuality.




Another trans character example on the show is Max. Max
originally enters the show as a butch lesbian from a small town
named Moira. The women on the show don’t accept Moira at first,

. and are taken-aback by her very butch presentation. This shows a
‘lack of acceptance of female masculinity on the show, a theme that
‘is only reinforced when two of the characters beginning pushing
'Moira to transition, without first asking whether she feels that she

really is a man. Moirais encouraged by her girlfriend Jenny to use

-— the name Max and dress masculirely and soon begins using male

pronouns. The managerata nearby café and nightclub, Billie, then,

provides Max with street testosterone, which Max uses to beginhis |

transition. The possible negative consequences of using street
hormones are never mentioned on the show and Max's use of
street drugs doesn't affect his transition negatively in any way.
Max begins to see results from the testosterone unrealistically
quickly, with a shadow of facial hair beginning to form just two
episodes later. Max is then pushed by Jenny to begin raising funds
for top surgery, further pushing the idea that in order to be a man,
Max must transition fully with no room for grey areas. This is
reinforced by the fact that the majerity of the women on the show
continue to be confused by Max’s identity and transition,
constantly misusing proneuns and using the name given to him at
birth. In fact, the women only begin to accept Max after the initial
stages of his transition. This only just scratches the surface of the
misrepresentation and mistreatment of trans people on the show,
which punishes any character that doesn't it into its ideal feminine
.role.

Overall, the show provides an incredibly unrealistic f,%i
depiction of queer lives. What is rmost disappointing is that this is
an incredibly clear example of the fact that even when queer
people do receive wider representation in popular culture, this
representation is rarely accurate and never iruly belongs to us at
all. Our lives, stories, and experiences are just exploited for the
viewing pleasure of straight audiences, who don't mind the
misrepresentation and over-sexunalisation as long as we continue to
entertain,

-, as deceptive or dangerous. The unwillingness of the shows’
A characters to accept or understand diversity is also apparent in

This leads to another big issue: the lack of diversity and
acceptance of diversity on the show. The main lesbian characters
in the show are mestly very thin middle to upper-class women who
conform to standard beanty norms. The majority of the women are
straight passing, likely because almost all of the actresses are in
fact straight women. The women also express the need to pin each
other and those arcund them into & category, preferably either
“Jesbian,” “gay” or “straight.” While the show does feature some
bisexual characters, these characters are constantly criticized for
niot being able to make up their minds and their relationships with
men are usually depicted as trivial or as mistakes. The show also
fails to accept alternative identities, poking fun at both polyamory
and the BDSM community and even presenting these communities

| their constant use of stereotypes. The women use stereotypical
| slang such as “hundred footer,” “top,” “pillow queen,” “gold
~star,” and “dyke” to refer to themselves and other women around .

them. Even in the credits 2t the end ¢f the show, actors are
credited with such roles as "baby dyke #2” and “70’s Faggot #1.” -
Tre characters also speak often about what makes women leck
gay, oftenrelying on stereotypical examples'suck as short or edgy
haircuts. ‘ '

Perhaps the most mistreated and misrepresented identity on
the show is that of its trans characters. The first of these characters
to exter the scene is Ivan. Ivan is presented on the show as a drag
king but lives &s a man in kis everyday life, and while Ivan is firmly
seen as a woman by the majority of the characters on the show,
Ivan seems to see himself as a full-time man. In fact, when Kit, who
considers dating Ivan despite beirig straight speaks tc her sister
Bette about Ivan, she is met with disapproval ard the opinion that
Ivan is “delusional” if he truly thinks that he's a man. The
~ characters also constantly misuse pronouns when referring to Ivan

and Kit's uncertainty of whether Ivan is a man or 4 woman is never
truly resolved, with their relationship ending abruptly instead.

|
f




£ e S Boys don't cry is a movie
that came out in 1999, It is based on a true story about atransgender boy named

Brandon Teena who was raped beaten and murdered after it became known that he
was transgendered. On Netflix the movie is given three o
R. The movie is 1h 58min long, Actress Hilary Swank, wh
before this movie, plays Brandon Teena.

The movie starts with Brandon getting his hair cut short and it shows him stuffing

socks into his underwear so that when he puts on his jeans he has a slight bulge. He

soes to a roller derby after this to test out his new look. His cousin tells him he is

_crazy to do so. He meets a girl named Nicole. Later that night some boys come

hanging on his cousins trailer yelling that he is a fag. Brandon'’s cousin is very upset

er this and yells at him telling him he should just admit that he is a dyke and will

: :r:_'b'e'_ a boy. Brandon takes off to another bar and wakes up the next morning

ith a group of people he met in the bar in Falls City. No one here knows he is

gender and he gets to play his life out as if he was born sexually a male. It

s as a dream come true. He makes up a bunch of lies telling them he has a

ncé back home and a child. The people he is hanging out with in this town are

azy and impulsive. He begins to get into trouble with the law. When he tells his

whiere he is his cousin warns him to be careful and says that they hang

s in Falls Gity. We later find out that Brandon was in trouble with the law back

coln. He had to go back for court for Grand theft auto and forgery. When he

 at home for his court dates he never did stand up when they called his name. He

Is in love with a girl from Falls City named Lana. He gets put in jail when he gets

d up at city hall and they find out he is wanted in other states. She comes to jail

skS why he is in the women's cell and not the males and then demands the

. When Brandon tells her she doesn’t care and says either way she is going to

him out of there. It is published in the paper that he went to jail but it uses his

ogical name Teena Brandon. Lana’s ex-boyfriend John goes and shows Lana’s
1er. They go through his stuffin her room and find out the truth. They talk about

1ow people like him are sick and he probably has her brainwashed. When she gets

!
|
|
]




would highly recommend this movie to anyone tying to see the perspective of
ogmeone queer and how they often feel they need to live there life in fear of
ejection from other people and society as a whole. This movie had a lot of key
ements that did a very good job at showing the struggles transgender people face
their everyday life with gender binary and the violence forced upon the LGBTQ
ommumty Itis a sin that this is a true story but Iam glad it could be told in the

rit of this movie, making it known to the public how far the harassment can go.

' thing that unsettles me about this movie is that it came outin 1999, but yet

ay these same things are happening to people in the queer community. The lies
_at Queer people come up with to fit into a society where they are viewed as
utcasts can spiral out of control. Brandon is a perfect example of this. You can also
e throughout the movie that the social class of the people in Falls City had a lot to
with how they treated Brandon. Like his cousin had warned him, they hang

ople like you down there. These people were not educated enough about the
ueer community and they referred to him as sick. Infecting Lana with his sickness,
his movie shows how ignorant people can be even today where we do have the
_owledge on the subject but still choose to ignore other peoples preferred
ronouns and call them an “it.” In todays society people are making the informed
é_msmn to be ignorant about any sex they feel is not “natural.” They aren’t doing
1is because they are uneducated on it. Watching this movie and seeing how tragic it
ras this should change people’s opinions and views on the subject. Instead it is
most 17 years later and people in today’s soclety are still facing a lot of these same
_:_struggies

home they tell her they want to help save her. They demand answers from Brando
and when he doesn’t give them any they beat him up. They take him into the

bathroom and strip his pants off and make Lana come in and see that he has a
vagina. She screams for them to leave him alone. They beat him up put him in the
back of the truck and drive to a remote area where John and his friend Tom rape
him repeatedly. They tell him to keep it a secret. Brandon later escapes to Lana’s:
house where she begs her mother to call an ambulance. Lana’s mother is discussec
and tells her not to bring “it” in her house. When Brandon explains later to the poli
what happened they don’t believe any of it and keep asking unrelated questions
about why he would hang around with boys like them when he is a girl and why
~ would want to be with girls ifi the first place. Lana and Brandon plan to head baclk
Brandon's hometown of Lincoln later that night. Lana, John and John’s friend To
end up showing up to Lana’s friend Candice’s house where Brandon is staying. Joh
shoots Brandon and then Tom shoots Candace and they leave Lana at the house wi
Candice’s child. Lana finds a note in his pocket that Brandon wrote to her saying if
she didn't want to come back with him it was fine he loved her and would come ba
for her.
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